High concentrations of CA 125 in uterine flushings: influence of cause of infertility and menstrual cycle day.
Uterine flushings were obtained under transvaginal ultrasonographic control from 132 women presenting for investigation and treatment of infertility. Levels of CA 125 were measured by radioimmunoassay and results expressed in relation to the total protein concentration of the same flushings. CA 125 was detected in uterine fluid at levels higher than those previously reported in peripheral blood. Uterine fluid CA 125 concentrations varied throughout the menstrual cycle, being highest in the mid-follicular phase (days 6 to 10). Uterine fluid CA 125 concentrations may reflect endometrial secretion of this protein more directly than serum levels. CA 125 concentrations did not vary according to the cause of infertility but further work in larger numbers of women is required.